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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2009 IPNI SCIENCE AWARD GOES TO DR. J.K. LADHA OF INDIA

December 1, 2009 — Norcross, Georgia, USA — The International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI)
has named Dr. J.K. Ladha as the winner of the 2009 IPNI Science Award. Dr. Ladha is a senior soil
scientist, Coordinator of the Rice-Wheat Consortium in Asia, and representative of the International
Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in India. He receives a special plague plus a monetary award of
US$5,000 (five thousand dollars).

“Dr. Ladha is a truly outstanding scientist and most deserving of this recognition due to the
scope and breadth of his research, training, and extension activities,” said Dr. Terry L. Roberts,
President of IPNI. “He has made immense contributions to international agriculture through his
activities in several Asian countries, on problems across national and regional boundaries.”

Born in Gwalior, India, Dr. Ladha earned his Ph.D. in Botany from Banaras Hindu University
in 1976. Earlier, he earned his B.Sc. in Biological Sciences in 1971 and his M.Sc. in Botany in 1975
at Jiwaji University in India. He has devoted nearly 30 years of his career to working in the area
of integrated resource management with strong emphasis on soil fertility and nutrient management
for achieving increased crop yields. Dr. Ladha has been an associate in the Agricultural Experiment
Station at the University of California-Davis since 2002. He was a “Frosty” Hill Fellow at Cornell
University (July 2007 to June 2008) and an adjunct professor of Soil Science at the University of the
Philippines (1990 to 2004).

Dr. Ladha’s work, in collaboration with many national partners, takes a holistic, systems
approach covering various components of agronomic, soil, and water management. He emphasizes
farmer-participatory approaches for developing innovative resource-use-efficient alternatives of
tillage/crop establishment and fertilizer management strategies. Through his work, several resource-

conserving technologies ... notably laser-leveling, minimum tillage, direct-seeded rice, and need-
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based management of nutrients ... have been adopted on a large scale, helping resource-poor farm-
ers. Recently, Dr. Ladha was one of the key innovators and he continues as a leader of the Cereal
Systems Initiative for South Asia (CSISA) project that seeks to improve food security for millions of
people.

Implementation of research findings has been a major part of Dr. Ladha’s effort throughout
his career. He has published extensively in leading peer-reviewed journals and edited several books.
He has authored or co-authored 183 research articles in international research journals, 60 articles in
proceedings and other books, and has edited or co-edited 11 books.

For his many achievements, Dr. Ladha has been honored with numerous awards, includ-
ing election as Fellow of the American Society of Agronomy, Fellow of the Soil Science Society of
America, and Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).

The IPNI Science Award is intended to recognize outstanding achievements in research, ex-
tension, or education, with a focus on efficient and effective management of plant nutrients and their
positive interaction in fully integrated crop production that enhances yield potential and crop quality.
Private or public sector agronomists, soil scientists, and crop scientists from all countries are eligible
for nomination. The previous recipients of the IPNI Science Award were Dr. John Ryan of ICARDA
in 2008 and Dr. M.S. Aulakh of India in 2007.

More information and nomination forms for the 2010 IPNI Science Award are available
from the headquarters or regional offices of the organization, or from the IPNI website:
>Www.ipni.net/awards<.
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For further information, please visit the IPNI website: >www.ipni.net<

Or contact Dr. Terry Roberts at IPNI: tel. 1.770.447.0335; e-mail: troberts@ipni.net
Contact Don Armstrong, IPNI Editor, at: tel 1.770.825.8080; e-mail: darmstrong@ipni.net
Digital photo of Dr. Ladha available at: >www.ipni.net/pr< or on request.



